The patient, a boy of 5 years 2 months, was admitted to the Connaught Hospital on November 9, I955, complaining of a painful left hip for the previous four days.
In the past he had been a two weeks premature babe, weighing 5 lb. 8 oz. at birth. His mother claimed that he had always been a bad eater, but he had gained weight normally and was only a few pounds below average on admission. At the age of 2, years he was thought to be walking abnormally and was given supports in his shoes for a year. Otherwise he seemed a fairly normal active child.
There was no family history of illness. He had healthy parents and a brother aged 4.
In June 1955, five months prior to admission, he began to suffer from transient pains in his calves and feet which were present for as short a time as a mere hour or so. He walked quite normally and his doctor treated these as growing pains. He went to school just after his fifth birthday and played with the other children. Four days prior to admission he was hit on the left buttock by another child; there had been pain around the left hip region since, and he had walked with a slight limp. Otherwise Broncho-pneumonic areas were present at both lung bases.
In the abdomen, the liver was normal in size. (Fig. 4) 
